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AIMING HIGH 
	
CALENDAR PATTERNS  

On a calendar put a box around four numbers. 
Add the numbers in opposite corners. 
For example 8+16 and 9+15. 
What do you notice about the answers? 

Put a box around another set of four numbers and try this 
again. 
What happens and why? 
Try multiplying – perhaps you could use a calculator to 
help. 
What happens in other months? 

 
Use a 100 square and again put a box around four numbers.  

Add the numbers in opposite corners. 
What do you notice about the answers? 
Explain why this happens. 
Try multiplying and explain what happens. 

 
 

 

 

 
Help 

In order to focus on which numbers you are dealing with at each moment you could 
use a frame exactly the right size to show just four numbers. Cut your frame from 
scrap paper. 
 
Add the two pairs of numbers at opposite corners of the square. What do you notice 
about these two totals? Does the same sort of thing happen when you move your 
frame to shown four different numbers? 
 

 
Extension 
Work with a partner and discuss your discoveries. Suggest new things to try. For example, what happens if 
the square box is enlarged to include nine numbers, or a rectangular frame of six numbers? Test discoveries 
on other months.  
 
What would happen if we lived somewhere where a week consisted of 6, 5, or just 4 days? 
 
 


